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Introduction
 Manual communication uses movements of the hands (hand sign, 

gestures) to mediate a message and is interpreted visually

 It is complex form of communication which allows transfer of 
information through the visual channel when both the sender and the 
receiver are familiar with the same system of symbols

 Manual communication can be enhanced by body language and facial 
expression and other form of communication

 The most rudimentary form of manual communication is gestures
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Gestures
 Gestures are movements of body, hands and arms with or without 

speech that expresses an idea, emotion, attitude or intent, e.g pointing, 
clapping of hands, shrugging of shoulders and shaking of head 

Mime
• Mime is way of acting out something with the help of gestures 

only

• No speech nor any tool or objects are necessary to perform the 
action
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Finger spelling 
 Fingerspelling is one of the oldest forms of manual communication

 It is not a language, but a system of manually representing the letters 
of the language and should not be confused with sign language

 Each letter is represented by distinct hand shapes

 The simplest visual form of fingerspelling is tracing the shape of 
letters in the air, or tactually, tracing letters on the hand

 Fingerspelling can be one-handed such as in American Sign 
Language, French Sign Language and Irish Sign Language, or it can be 
two-handed such as in British Sign Language

 Sometimes, fingerspelling may also be used as a supplement to 
lipreading
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Sign Language
 Signs are quite distinct from gestures and have quite specific meanings

 The majority of movements used by person with hearing loss are signs

 Sign languages are visual-spatial languages using distinct movements 
called signs in place of spoken or written words

 These movements include hand shapes, hand movement, hand 
position and orientation, eye gaze, facial expressions and arm, head 
and body postures to fluidly express a speaker's thoughts
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Sign Language (Contd)
 According to a research in 2013, there 137 different sign languages in the 

world

 Each sign language has its own grammar, structure and is considered to 
be a separate language

 Studies have shown that both oral and sign language stimulate same 
language centers in the brain

9/26/2015 BASLP 1st Year



American Sign Language (ASL)
 ASL originated in 1817 and is the first established form of manual 

communication

 It is a culmination of French Sign language, various village sign 
language and home sign system

 The physical features of ASL signs are called cheremes and described 
as:
 DEZ: hand shape

 SIG: movement/signation of the hand during production of the sign

 TAB: signifies where (tabulation) on the body the sign is produced

 Orientation of the sign

 Over 6,000 signs have been identified which are named as iconic 
meaning imaginaries of English words
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Signed English System
 Signed system are an effort to duplicate manually spoken English

 Four sign systems are developed in USA, which are

 Seeing Essential English (SEE 1)

 Seeing Exact English (SEE 2)

 Linguistic of Visual English (LOVE)

 Signed English
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SEE 1
 It was developed in 1969 to incorporate English into ASL

 In SEE 1, a sign is used for each word in the message in the same order 
as in English

 The same sign is used for word having the same spelling and 
pronunciation but different meaning 

 The signs are dependent on spelling

 Specific signs are used to denote the word markers like ed, ing etc

 It has signs for articles and pronouns 
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SEE 2
 Since the signs in SEE 1 were arbitrarily determined, SEE 2 was developed 

in 1972

 The intent of the authors was to maintain the same syntactic structure of 
SEE 1 without making the system unintelligible for those using ASL

 The words in ASL which are similar to English, then ASL sign is used or a 
new sign is used
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LOVE
 In 1972, another sign system was developed to approximate English

 The vocabulary of LOVE is much simpler than SEE 1 and SEE 2 and can be 
considered similar to SEE 1

 It mirrors English by having a sign movement corresponding to the 
number words in a spoken word
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Sign English
 It is also known as Gallaudet Signed English and was developed in 1974

 It was created for young children (pre-school to elementary school)

 It adheres to ASL but has special syntactic markers, articles, auxiliary 
verbs and pronouns
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Indian Sign Language (ISL)
 An early reference to gestures used by deaf people for communication 

appears in a 12th-century Islamic legal commentary, the Hidayah

 The first study of the sign language of these children, which is almost 
certainly related to modern ISL, was in 1928 by British teacher H. C. 
Banerjee

 ISL appears to be largely indigenous but elements are derived from British 
Sign Language

 It uses finger spelling based on British Sign Language fingerspelling, with 
only isolated groups using an indigenous devanagari-based fingerspelling 
system (e.g. in Gujarat)

 With time ISL has derived signs from International signs and ASL
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ISL (contd)
 Just like our language there dialects in ISL

 Mumbai-Delhi Sign Language (or separately: Delhi Sign Language, Bombay Sign 
Language), the most influential

 Calcutta Sign Language

 Bangalore-Madras Sign Language (or Bangalore-Chennai-Hyderabad Sign 
Language)

 Since 2001, a group at the Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for the Hearing 
Handicapped (AYJNIHH) has been working on providing teaching material and 
training teachers for ISL

 The Rehabilitation Council of India and the Ishara Foundation, are also 
involved in ISL training, English through ISL, and interpreter training

 The Delhi Association for the Deaf is reportedly working with Jawaharlal Nehru 
University to identify a standard sign language for India
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Total communication
 The goal of any approach (oral or visual) is develop communication and 

language skills

 Total communication describes training in some type of manual 
communication in conjunction with auditory stimulation and visual input

 The key to the approach is that the parents must make sure that the child 
is getting the kind of training they want

 The idea behind total communication is that a child having impaired 
auditory channel, the information provided auditorily can be 
supplemented by providing auditory information though other sensory 
channels 
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Total communication (contd)
 An example of total communication approach is the Rochester Method in 

which the students and the teachers finger spell what they are expressing 
orally

 In this manner a student who is missing information in the auditory 
channel can pick up information through the auditory channel

 In the total communication approach both oral and manual form 
rehabilitation are provided to the child
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Oral vs Manual Communication
Oral Communication

 The oral method of communication 
focuses on auditory channel for 
providing perception of speech and 
language

 Oral method emphasizes on using 
speech for communication

 Oral method make a person more 
actively communicative in the 
hearing world

Manual Communication

• The manual method of 
communication provides for 
perception of language through 
the visual mode

• Manual method emphasizes on 
using sign language for 
communication

• The person communicating in 
sign language are restricted to 
group who know sign language
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Oral vs Manual Communication
Oral Communication

 The vocabulary and grammar set are 
more compared to the person using 
manual communication 

 Children using oral communication 
have higher level of abstract 
thinking associated with concept 
development compared to manual 
communication

 In oral communication one word 
may have several meaning

Manual Communication

• The vocabulary and grammar set 
are more restrictive compared to 
person using oral communication  

• Manual communication imposes 
restriction on abstract thinking 
and concept development

• In sign language one sign usually 
has one meaning
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Oral vs Manual Communication
Oral Communication

 Children and adults using oral 
memory have larger working 
memory capacity

Manual Communication

• Children and adult using manual 
communication have restricted 
working memory capacity
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