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Ethical Decision Making
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Ethics defined…………..

 Greek word Ethikos- “relating to ones character “

 French Ethos- Character

 Ethics is the code written/ unwritten that guide the 
behavior of human being in context of different
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Defination 

 Ethics or moral philosophy is a branch of philosophy 
that involves systematizing ,defending, and 
recommending concepts of right and wrong conduct.
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What is Morality

The science of human duty; the rules 
of human conduct.

The function of morality is "to combat the
deleterious consequences of human sympathies"
(Beauchamp).

Its aim is "to contribute to betterment -- or
at least non-deterioration -- of the human
predicament" (Warnock).

"Ethics aims at discovering what are those
other properties belonging to all things which are
good" (Moore).
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Morality and Moral Values

 Personal morality

 Societal morality

 Group morality
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ETHICS

 Study Of Moral Behavior. It refers to our action that 
are determined by Moral decision, which are based 
on our values.

22-09-2017       BPT 7TH SEM



Ethical Theories

 Descriptive Ethics: Moral system of a group or 
culture

 Normative Ethics: Moral system used to make moral 
decisions

 Bioethics: the application of ethics to health care
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 Nowadays, conflicts of interests between the
government and medical institutions, between
medical institutions and medical personnel,
between physicians and patients are getting more
and more serious and complex.

Why Ethics Become Important?
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 High technologies not only brought us hopes of cure 
but have also created a heavy economic burden. 

 The ethical dilemmas of high technology medicine-
brain death, organ transplantation, and concerns 
about quality of life-have become increasingly 
prominent. 
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 A new and more specific code of ethics must be
developed to meet the demands of social
development and medical service.

 This new code integrates the traditional medical
ethics with modern principles and values.
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Ethics and Morality 

 So that we can see, moral standards distinguish 
between right and wrong, good and bad, virtue 
and vice, justice and injustice.

 Ethics are not general standards of conduct but 
the standards of a particular profession, 
occupation, institution, or group within society. 
The word “ethics”, when used in this way, usually 
serves as a modifier for another word, e.g. 
business ethics, medical ethics, sports ethics, 
military ethics, etc. 

 They are all professional ethics.
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Professional ethics, medical 

ethics, bioethics, clinical ethics
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1.Professional Ethics

 Professional ethics are standards of conduct that 
apply to people who occupy a professional occupation or 
role. 

 A person who enters a profession acquires ethical 
obligations because society trusts them to provide valuable 
goods and services that cannot be provided unless their 
conduct conforms to certain standards.  

 Professionals who fail to live up to their ethical obligations 
betray this trust. 

 Professional ethics studied by ethicists include medical 
ethics.
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2.Medical ethics

 The expressions “professional ethics” and “medical 
ethics” were coined by Thomas Percival. 

Medical ethics is a special kind of ethics only  
as it relates to a particular realm of facts and 
concerns and not because it embodies or appeals to 
some special moral principles or methodology. 
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 It is applied ethics. It consists of the same moral 
principles and rules that we would appeal to ,and 
argue for, in ordinary circumstances. 

 It is just that in medical ethics these familiar moral 
rules are being applied to situations peculiar to the 
medical world.
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3.Bioethics 

Bioethics could be defined as the study of 

ethical issues and decision-making associated with 
the use of living organisms

 Bioethics includes both medical ethics and 
environmental ethics. Bioethics is learning how to 
balance different benefits, risks and duties.
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4.Clinical ethics

Clinical ethics is a practical
discipline that provides a
structured approach for
identifying ,analyzing, and
resolving ethical issues in clinical
medicine.
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 Clinical medical ethics is a practical and applied
discipline that aims to improve patient care and
patient outcomes by focusing on reaching a right
and good decision in individual cases.

 It focuses on the doctor-patient relationship and
takes account of the ethical and legal issues that
patients, doctors, and hospitals must address to
reach good decisions for individual patients.
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 Clinical ethics emphasizes that in practicing good
clinical medicine, physicians must combine scientific
and technical abilities with ethical concerns for the
personal values of the patients who seek their help.
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The content of clinical ethics includes

 specific issues such as truth-telling, informed 
consent, end of life care, palliative care, allocation 
of clinical resources, and the ethics of medical 
research. 

 the study of the doctor-patient relationship, 
including such issues as honesty, competence, 
integrity, and respect for persons. 
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Ethical Principles

 Beneficence: The State or quality of being Kind,
charitable and beneficial.

 Nonmaleficence: Not to do or act badly or
wrongly.

 Autonomy: Respect Right of Patient

 Justice: Fairness and Non Discrimination in
Practice

 Tom Beuchamp and James Childress:1979
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